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EXPORTMD GRANT APPLICATION QUALIFICATIONS
Marketing your firm’s products and services in foreign markets can be costly.  Airfare, hotel, taxis, trade shows, and translators are a few examples of what can cause costs to rise quickly.  The Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development’s Office of International Investment and Trade (OIIT) designed the ExportMD Program for Maryland’s small and mid-sized companies to help offset some of the costs of marketing internationally.

Q. What is the ExportMD Award?

A. Maryland companies that receive an ExportMD Award are eligible for up to $10,000 in reimbursement for expenses associated with an international marketing initiative as described in a proposal that they file with our office.  For every $3 of approved expenses for which receipts are obtained and submitted, the program will reimburse $2—availing up to $10,000 in expense reimbursement for the maximum $15,000 in expense accumulation.  In addition, to assist with executing their initiative, companies can also receive up to 40 hours of assistance from OIIT’s trade experts located in countries around the globe.
Q. What expenses are eligible for reimbursement?

A. Expenses related to an international marketing initiative as described in your proposal, albeit limited to the following: U.S. Department of Commerce’s International Trade Administration export programs and services, trade show fees, airfare, ground transportation, meals, hotel stays, and translation of print and electronic marketing materials. Expenses are not eligible if accrued before an application is approved by the ExportMD Review Committee—which typically makes its final decisions within four weeks after a round’s deadline date.  
Q. Does Your Firm Qualify for the ExportMD Program?

A. Yes, if your company:

· Has business operations in Maryland and is in good standing with the Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation; 
· Has been in existence for at least one year;

· Has not received an ExportMD Award in the last 2 years;

· Is profitable*

· Is a “small business,” as defined by the SBA**; and

· Is planning an international business initiative to commence and conclude over the next 6 month period.

Q. How do I apply?

A. Applying for ExportMD funding is easy.  Please contact your OIIT Regional Manager directly or via ExportMD Administrator Linda Bell (lbell@choosemaryland.org or 410-767-6869), and tell us about your international marketing plan.  We will assist you in filling out the application. Please include your plan’s budget estimates.
Q. What are ExportMD criteria that my company MUST follow:

A. * The company must be profitable: Profitability is defined as- current profitability based on the firm's financial statement (not tax return) for its most recently most completed fiscal year. 

A. **The company is a “small business”: companies must not exceed the employee number or annual sales figure thresholds as set by U.S. Small Business Administration (as determined by an ExportMD applicant’s North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) industry code).  
A. Travel Reimbursement Guidelines
· Companies must submit SBA’s International Travel Approval Request Form at least 30 days prior to travel. 

· Please note that for airfare, ExportMD reimbursement criteria stipulates that the airlines must be U.S. Flag Carriers, such as American, Delta, United, etc., unless no such carriers offer flights to pertinent destinations.  This is due to the fact that ExportMD, as of Fall 2011, is supported by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) STEP Grant program, and its rules stipulate such.   
· Travel reimbursement is subject to the US. State Department Maximum Travel Per Diem Allowances. For exact figures based on your city and country of destination, please visit: http://aoprals.state.gov/content.asp?content_id=233&menu_id=81
Companies that are not profitable and/or do not meet SBA’s “small business” criteria but are still interested in assistance should contact their regional trade representative at the Office of Internal Investment and Trade, or Linda Bell at:  (lbell@choosemaryland.org or 410-767-6869)

Q. Is there a deadline for submitting an ExportMD application?

A. Yes.  OIIT accepts ExportMD grant applications from qualifying companies on a bi-monthly cycle.  The application deadlines are October 1, December 1, February 1, April 1, June 1, and August 1.
Determine your company’s NAICS code(s), and then view SBA’s cross-reference guide, available from an OIIT Regional Manager, to ascertain whether your firm qualifies as a “small business.”  
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